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Ashworth Middle School Band 

Syllabus 2018-2019 
 
Director: Laramie Rodriguez 
Phone: 706-625-9545, ext. 4323 
Email: lrodriguez@gcbe.org 
Website:  www.ashworthband.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ashworthband 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/ashworthband  
Remind: Text "@amsband6" (6th grade), or "@amsband7" (7th grade), or "@amsband8" (8th grade) to 81010 
 
I. Course Descriptions 

53.03300 Beginning Band/Grade 6: This performance-based class focuses on basic instrumental skill 
development and music reading. The goal of this class is to teach students the proper way to hold and play a 
brass, percussion, or woodwind instrument with the characteristic tone quality of the instrument. Students can 
elect to play their instrument of choice with the band director’s approval and recommendation. Participation in 
concert performances outside of regular class hours is required. 
 
53.03410 Intermediate Band/Grade 7: This performance-based class focuses on the development, continuation, 
and expansion of basic skills begun the previous year that are necessary for effective instrumental music 
performance. In addition to large group ensembles, individual growth and achievement are encouraged through 
participation in solo and ensemble festivals, district honor bands, and private lessons. Participation in concert 
performances outside of regular class hours is required. 
 
53.03520 Advanced Band/Grade 8: This performance-based class is the middle school’s most advanced 
performing ensemble for wind and percussion instrumentalists. This year-long course introduces 
“comprehensive musicianship” through performance of challenging and varied literature. Skills and concepts 
from the previous year are developed and expanded upon. In addition to continued refinement of individual 
performance skills, greater emphasis is placed on ensemble performance skills. Students will continue to 
develop their knowledge of music theory, begin to analyze and evaluate music, and use critical thinking skills to 
make refinements in their performance. Individual and ensemble performance skills will be expanded through 
musical expression and technical accuracy. Individual growth and achievement are encouraged through 
participation in adjudicated solo and ensemble festivals, district honor bands, and private lessons. Participation 
in concert performances outside of regular class hours is required. 

 
II. Course Objectives 

This class will conform to the standards set forth by the National Association for Music Education 
(http://www.nationalartsstandards.org)  
and the Music Georgia Standards of Excellence 
(https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/FineArts.aspx). 
Some general objectives are: 
- Tone production 
- Proper posture and embouchure 
- Rhythm  
- Scales 
- Theory and terminology 
- Aural skills  
- Instrument maintenance 
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III. Necessary Supplies 
- Instrument and accessories – INSTRUMENT MUST BE BROUGHT TO CLASS EVERY DAY 

o Woodwinds 
 Reeds  
 Cork grease 
 Cleaning swab 

o Brass 
 Mouthpiece 
 Slide/valve oil 

o Percussion 
 Sticks/mallets 

- Method book 
o 6th Grade – Tradition of Excellence Book 1, Kjos 
o 7th Grade – Habits of a Successful Middle School Musician, GIA Pub. 
o 8th Grade – Habits of a Successful Middle School Musician, GIA Pub. 

- Pencil with eraser 
- Band folder with music 
- iPad 

 
IV. Band Uniform 

The concert uniform for all grades is the blue AMS Band polo, black slacks or skirt, black socks, black dress shoes. 
The polo is to be tucked in, so make sure pants can accommodate a tucked-in shirt. All band students wear the 
band uniform for performances. Students not wearing the uniform may not be allowed to perform with the 
ensemble, at the director’s discretion. A band shirt order form will be provided. The Band Booster Association is 
always willing to help students that for whatever reason cannot afford their band uniform. Please speak to Mr. 
Rodriguez and it will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. The band organization does not wish to exclude any 
student from participating, so we will do what is possible to help out.  

 
V. Grading Policy 
 Coursework will be weighted as follows: 
  Participation……………………………. 45% 

Concerts/Performances …………. 30% 
Passoffs/Tests.……………………….. 25% 

 
PARTICIPATION: Students will report to class on time, prepared with materials and assigned parts learned to the 
best of their abilities, and will follow all classroom procedures and responsibilities.  
 
CONCERTS/PERFORMANCES: Music is a performance art, which means that most of what we do in class is in 
preparation for a performance. It is CRUCIAL for each member of the band to be present at every performance. 
There are no benchwarmers in band – everyone is important and necessary. Included in this handbook is the 
schedule for the year. Please mark these performance dates on your calendar and keep those dates open so that 
there are no scheduling conflicts during those times. Should an emergency come up, please provide an excuse 
letter with your signature so that I can provide the student with an opportunity to make up the grade. 
Unexcused absences will be counted as a “0” in this category. Included in this category will be any additional 
performances, as explained in Section I. Course Description. 
 
PASSOFFS/TESTS: Passoffs are playing tests. As the following section explains, most of these will be done on the 
iPads. It is important that these are submitted in a timely fashion so as to not have points deducted or earn a 
"0". Written tests may also be given based on the curriculum. 
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VI. Band Fee 
Each student is expected to pay the one-time band fee of $50. Eighth graders marching with the Blue Wave 
Band will pay $30, as they have a band fee for that as well. This pays for the band polo, t-shirt, transportation, 
and other general expenses.  
 
We will still do a few other fundraisers to help us raise funds to purchase instruments and equipment.  
 
Please plan to pay this by Friday, August 10th, so that we can place our order for the polos and t-shirts as soon as 
possible. If this payment or deadline is an issue, please contact Mr. Rodriguez and we will make the necessary 
arrangements.  
 

The band fee helps us keep the number of fundraisers we have to do to a minimum. Band is an expensive endeavor, and 
without a good source of funding we cannot operate. Please pay this on time or set up a payment arrangement with Mr. 
Rodriguez. 
 
VIII. Concert Etiquette  

Concert etiquette is how one acts and behaves during a concert. AMS Band performances use classical concert 
etiquette. Adhering to this protocol provides more dignity to the event, meaning for the students, and class for 
the audience.  

  
FOR THE STUDENT:  
- Arrive by established call time. 
- Be fully dressed in concert attire. 
- Have instrument, reeds, mouthpieces, sticks and any other accessories.  
- Have music folder and music. 
- Watch the conductor. 
- Wait until clapping has ceased before changing your music to the next piece. 
- Be quiet and still during performances of other ensembles. 
- Leave cell phone and other devices with parents/guardians. 
- Stay for the ENTIRE performance. 
- Support other ensembles by clapping for them in appreciation and respect. 
 
FOR THE AUDIENCE: 
- Arrive early. 
- Wear your Sunday best. While not required, it makes the event more special for the kids. 
- Silence cell phones and any other noise-making devices. 
- Remain silent during performances. 
- Keep any children from running around. 
- Wait to enter, exit, or move to another location between pieces. 
- Stay for the ENTIRE performance. 
- Support the musicians by clapping for them in appreciation and respect. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


