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Will Johnson, Director

Sket Angland, Principal

About Band
Band is one of the most fun things you can do at Ashworth. The main thing you will do is learn to play a new instrument
– even if you’ve never played it before! The instruments we use are:

Alto Sax

Clarinet

Flute

Trombone

Trumpet

You will learn to play your instrument in class. Pretty soon, you also start learning cool tunes that we play together in
concerts.

At School
Band classes meet during the school day for about 45 minutes. You will be placed into a class based on your instrument.
This class will be one of your two Connections classes (kind of like Specials). For class, you will need to have an
instrument, a pencil, a band method book for your instrument, and music.

After School
To be good at anything, you need to practice. You will be expected to practice your instrument three or more times a
week at home.
Band is a performance art. You will be expected to participate in every concert. The main concerts are:
- “A Day in the Life of a 6th Grader” – Late September/Early October
- Christmas Concert – December
- Spring Concert – End of the School Year
Being one of the most visible aspects of Ashworth in the community, we are sometimes asked to perform at additional
events. All of these are communicated to parents with as much anticipation as possible through letters, the band
website (ashworthband.com), our Facebook page (facebook.com/ashworthband), Instagram (@ashworthband), and
Remind (a text message alert service).
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Trips
Recruitment Tour: 6th graders visit Belwood, Tolbert, & Swain elementary schools to perform for 5th graders in order to
recruit for the following year’s 6th-grade class.
Other Trips: Previous destinations have been Six Flags and Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Are there conflicts between band and other school activities?
A: Band is a curricular subject that happens during the school day. Academic Bowl, FFA, athletics, and other events are
after-school, or extracurricular, activities that do not interfere with band. If a schedule conflict arises, the
advisors/coaches and Mr. Johnson find ways to allow students to do all the things they want to do. In fact, we encourage
students to get involved in several different activities. You can also be in both band and chorus.
Q: How do I know which instrument I will play?
A: After introducing the instruments, we will have an instrument “fitting” day in the fall. We would like for you play what
you want to play, but we want to make sure you don’t get stuck on an instrument you can’t make a sound on.
Q: When do I need to have an instrument?
A: When school starts back up in the fall, we will have an “Instrument Rental Night” at Ashworth where a music
company will be present to rent out instruments. Buying an instrument is just like anything else – there are many good
instruments, but there is also plenty of junk out there. And, as usual, cheaper is usually not better. Please speak with Mr.
Johnson prior to purchasing or renting an instrument so that you can get a professional opinion and not make an
investment that you will later regret.
Q: How much do instruments cost?
A: The cost depends on the instrument. Some instruments can be rented for as low as $20/month while some go for
$65/month. This is a transaction between the parents and the music company. Our main company will be Ken Stanton
Music in Kennesaw, which comes to the school once a week to service instruments and help with any equipment needs
the band may have. Pete’s Music City is another fine option here in town. Feel free to give either of these companies a
call for accurate prices on instruments.
If you have any other questions, please contact Mr. Johnson.

So, How Do I Sign Up for Band
Go to our website – ashworthband.com – and click on the “RECRUITMENT PAGE” link. All the way at the bottom is the
registration information you need to submit. Paper copies will be made available to those who need them.
I look forward to seeing you and your family become a part of our Ashworth Band family!
Best,
Mr. Johnson
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